
•  Not knowing language, laws, or support 

systems in the country they are forced 

to stay in  •  Ensuring criminal 

conviction (abduction) tocontinue 

separation of mother from 

children  •  Failure to consider 

domestic abuse as ‘severe 

harm’  •  Denying how

HAC rulings violate 

children’s and 
women’s 

fundamental rights

•  Threats of using HAC to take

the children  •  T
hreats related to 

immigration status  •  A
busers 

leveraging nationality and 

power  •  D
eliberately 

sabotaging the 

relationship between 

mother and child 

after separation
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•  International law
s supposedly 

protect children’s right to their 

cultural identity, but courts 

ignore this  •  Loss of 

cultural heritage  •  Loss 

of m
aternal fam

ily 

connections  

•  Racial and 

colonial bias 

affects court 

decisions

•  Removing the 

mother’s agency 

and forcing them into 

a reactive position  

•  Long-term trauma

•  Mothers are threatened 

with total loss of custody 

unless they comply, yet 

compliance often leads to the 

same outcome.  

•  Women   

are punished 

for leaving, while 

men are rewarded 

for ‘seeking custody’  

•   Male privelege is 

upheld in judicial systems 

through unequal standards  

•  In order to protect their 

children, mothers are forced to 

act against the social norm - to 

separate the children from the father 

Hague Abduction Convention (HAC) Wheel
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anifests as a physical assault, sexualised assault, or non-state torture

Patriarchal International Systems and Institutions

Using Isolation

Mothers are abused by
perpetrators, legal 

systems, and 
state authorities

   

Social 

sham
e: 

Society blam
es 

the m
other for 

losing her children.

•  After the return, the 

m
om

 is labelled an 

abductor w
hich is isolating, 

sham
ing  •  Isolation is 

intensified through lnguage and 

cultural barriers, lack of social 

support, other ntersectional 

disadvantages and system
 navigation.   
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•

Institutional 
Coercive Control


